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*Please note: All articles are available in the attached PDF. 
*To receive the Daily News Digest in your inbox, email R6Press@epa.gov. 
 
1 – Some homeowners living near ITC fire not satisfied with answers at town hall, KHOU, 4/24/19 
https://www.khou.com/article/news/local/itc-fire/some-homeowners-living-near-itc-fire-not-satisfied-with-answers-
at-town-hall/285-90503d70-8d21-46bf-8d97-3b4e60f8032a 

ITC fire investigators caught heat from people afraid smoke made their families sick. Congresswoman Sylvia Garcia 
invited representatives from every agency investigating to a town hall at Milby High School Wednesday night. Some 
homeowners left upset by what authorities did not say. 
 
2 – Did heavy rainfall cause a train derailment, massive ethanol fire in Fort Worth?, Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 
4/24/19 
https://www.star-telegram.com/news/local/community/fort-worth/article229635064.html 
Did an incredibly powerful rainfall early Wednesday contribute to a train derailment in south Fort Worth — one that 
caused a massive ethanol fire, forced residents from about 20 area homes and killed three horses? 
 
3 – Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, Houston residents push for study on rail yard contamination, Houston Chronicle, 
4/24/19 
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energy/article/Congresswoman-Sheila-Jackson-Lee-Houston-13793603.php 

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality said Wednesday that it would ask state health officials to conduct a 
cancer-cluster study in a northeast Houston neighborhood where residents have lived for decades with toxic 
chemicals and contamination from a nearby railroad yard. 
 
4 – After years of progress, the number of Americans breathing polluted air is rising, report says, CNN, 4/24/19 
https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/24/health/polluted-air-counties-lung-association/index.html 
More Americans are breathing air that will make them sick, according to the American Lung Association's annual State 
of the Air report. Deregulation and climate change are largely to blame. 
 
5 – Bill targeting Louisiana repeat air polluters fails in House committee, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 4/25/19 
https://www.nola.com/environment/2019/04/bill-targeting-louisiana-repeat-air-polluters-fails-in-house-committee.html 

The Louisiana House Natural Resources and Environment Committee rejected a bill Wednesday (April 24) that would 
have required air monitoring systems for industrial facilities that repeatedly violate air pollution rules. 
 
6 — Industry's pitch: Limit stream protections by flow, E&E News, 4/24/19 
https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2019/04/24/stories/1060211133 

In a request that could leave fewer streams with federal protection, industry groups are asking the Trump 
administration to further limit the number of streams regulated by the Clean Water Act. 
 
7 – With new Corps of Engineers flood study of Amite, Darlington Reservoir an interest, concern for some, Baton 
Rouge Advocate, 4/23/19 
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/article_eef89108-66d7-11e9-bb4b-1fb890015750.html 
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With $3 million from Congress last year, the Corps of Engineers is taking a fresh, three-year look at other flood control 
ideas floated in previous  Amite River and Tributaries studies and seeking out new ideas for taming the Amite and its 
many tributaries threading through a basin now home more than a half-million people, Corps officials said. 
 
8 – Safety board wants EPA to act on refinery chemical, E&E News, 4/24/19 
https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2019/04/24/stories/1060212005 

The Chemical Safety Board is calling on EPA to address hydrofluoric acid, a toxic chemical used by petroleum 
refineries. In a letter to EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler, CSB Interim Executive Authority Kristen Kulinowski urged 
EPA to review and update its 1993 study on the substance. 
 
9 – OPINION: Dallas wants to protect the Great Trinity Forest, but who will protect the forest from Dallas?, Dallas 
Morning News, 4/23/19 
https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2019/04/23/dallas-wants-protect-great-trinity-forest-will-
protect-forest-dallas 

The Texas Buckeye Trail, which begins in South Dallas where Bexar Street ends and meanders through the Great 
Trinity Forest, is off-limits now. Not all of it is closed, mind you; not the mile-or-so's worth of winding concrete ribbon 
poured atop the original pathway, which lawyer Ned Fritz, his wife, Genie, and their acolytes cleared through the 
buzzing, verdant woodlands that stretch 6,000 acres from the city's south and center.  
 
10 – CAAP will harm pipeline industry, San Antonio Express-News, 4/24/19 
https://www.mysanantonio.com/opinion/commentary/article/CAAP-will-harm-pipeline-industry-13793012.php 

In January, the city of San Antonio announced a sweeping initiative called the Climate Action and Adaptation Plan, or 
CAAP, to eliminate fossil fuels. While the Texas Pipeline Association and the Texas midstream industry greatly respect 
community-driven efforts, we encourage San Antonio not to risk one of the state’s most vital industries and to avoid 
imposing excessive costs on residents. 
 
11 – Texas A&M to improve air quality, energy efficiency at Houston airports, Houston Chronicle, 4/24/19 
https://www.chron.com/business/bizfeed/article/Texas-A-M-to-improve-air-quality-energy-13791730.php 

A planned Texas A&M Engineering Experiment Station is designed to improve energy efficiency and air quality at Bush 
Intercontinental and Hobby airports. 
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BUSINESS // ENERGY

Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee,
Houston residents push
for study on rail yard
contamination

Erin Douglas
April 24, 2019 Updated: April 24,
2019 10:02 p.m.

The Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality said
Wednesday that it would ask state
health officials to conduct a cancer-
cluster study in a northeast Houston
neighborhood where residents have
lived for decades with toxic chemicals
and contamination from a nearby
railroad yard.

TCEQ officials were among the
environmental, health and scientific
experts who answered questions from
residents of the Fifth Ward and
Kashmere Gardens community
regarding the effects of an
underground plume of creosote, a
cancer-causing material listed as a
hazardous substance by the
Environmental Protection Agency. In
this community, it seems almost
everyone knows someone who died of
cancer or had the disease themselves.

“We live there, our people got sick,”
said Rhonda Powell, a resident who
has lived in the community since she
was born. “It’s been two decades and
there is still no resolve.”

The creosote was used to treat
wooden railroad ties in the yard,
which is now owned by the railroad
company Union Pacific. Over the
decades, the creosote sank deep into
the ground, creating a plume that has
moved beneath an estimated 110
homes and contaminated
groundwater.

Unlimited Digital Access for as
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subscribing to the Houston Chronicle
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About 100 residents attended the
meeting at the Fifth Ward Multi-
Service Center organized by U.S. Rep.
Sheila Jackson Lee to question the
Union Pacific and state officials.

“These are people who felt left out,"
said Jackson Lee. "They felt they were
watching relatives die and being
diagnosed with cancer.”

Environmental experts from the state
told residents that they are seeking
more testing of the contamination.
Chief among the concerns of
scientists and advocates is the
potential of air contamination in the
homes. Creosote is made of many
different chemicals. As the chemicals
separate over time, vapors could
evaporate through the soil and into
the air.

The company has thus far not
conducted vapor tests, but said it
would evaluate the potential for vapor
intrusion.

“We’ve been neighbors for a long time.
We want to be good neighbors,” said
Brenda Mainwaring, an assistant vice
president of Union Pacific. “Union
Pacific is not trying to get out of our
obligation. The way we did business a
long time ago is not how we do
business now.”

The Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality recently sent a
notice to Union Pacific requesting that
the company conduct tests on air
quality in residential areas affected by
the creosote plume. Union Pacific has
until the middle of May to respond,
but Beth Seton, the director of
remediation for the TCEQ,  said that
she expects the company will need
more time to gather the information
requested.

Jackson Lee called on the state and
the company to take action to address
the contamination, including
completing the health study and
establishing a company liaison to the
community.

“We now have a cancer cluster
assessment,” she said. “That is
powerful. It’s not a perfect solution,
we haven’t cleaned up the area, but
people have hope."

erin.douglas@chron.com

Twitter.com/erinmdouglas23

Erin Douglas
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